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Band Room News 

Band Rehearsals 
Due to the current situation with Covid-19, all band rehearsals are cancelled until further 
notice. Please see the band diaries within the newsletter for a list of cancelled band jobs. 

Erewash Film Society 
The Erewash Film Society will not be happening this month, due to Covid-19. 

Zoom 
While the band is unable to get together in person, we’re having a weekly virtual chat on 
Wednesdays at 7:30pm using the Zoom app. It’s easy to use, all you need is a device with a 
camera and microphone (Phone, Tablet, Laptop, Computer). We have been getting about 14 
people involved, and it’s been a nice opportunity to catch up and stay in touch. Everyone is 
welcome to join us, if you haven’t been getting the emails and would like to get involved please 
contact jamesmayell@gmail.com. 

Newsletter Contributions 
If you would like to make a contribution to next month’s newsletter, whatever that may be, your 
thoughts on the current situation, what you’ve been doing to keep yourself busy, anything at all, 
please feel free to write them up and send them to jamesmayell@gmail.com.  
 
Thank you to everyone who sent in contributions for this month’s newsletter, as you can see, 
with everyone’s efforts we’ve been able to keep a newsletter full of content at a time when there 
is very little band news to report! 

James & Lizzie 
Save the Date! Saturday 28th May 2022, all booked in at the church and reception venue. We 
would like the band to play as part of the ceremony and would like to extend an invitation to 
those that play to come along to the evening part of the reception. 

Central News 
ITV Central News recently visited Sharon, Rob and Natalie Colegate, to record a piece on VE day, 
featuring the three playing some tunes in the streets. Keep an eye out next Thursday (7th) on 
ITV Central News! 

Happy Birthday Fred! 
Everyone at the band wishes Fred Aram a very happy birthday recently. We all hope you’re 
doing well and were able to make the most of it despite the lockdown. 
 
   

mailto:jamesmayell@gmail.com
mailto:jamesmayell@gmail.com


The Silver Prize - #235 - May 2020 
 

Notes from the Musical Director 

Hello everyone hope you are all staying safe and well, 
Whilst the lockdown continues, I have been emailing 
music for you all to try as a change from the music in the 
pad. Please try to practice every week :), it is important 
for us to keep our chops in!  
 
Thank you to Yeti for organising the weekly Zoom 
meetings for the senior band, and also the WhatsApp 
chat. 
 
It is important to keep together as a band socially as well 
as musically until lockdown ends and we can rehearse 
again. I am also available on zoom, messenger or skype 
for anyone (senior band, training band or beginners) 
who wants a free lesson (this could be a good time for 
some of you to start work for an exam). 
 

Once again I would like to thank our very own NHS and key workers. 
Keep safe, hopefully free of Covid-19, and I look forward to seeing you all again when 
this is all over! 
 
With very best wishes, 
Sharon xx 
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Adele’s Blog 
Hi everyone. Hope you are all keeping well in these trying times. Thanks to James Yeti 
Mayell the band can meet up on a Wednesday night via Zoom. James is forever 
changing his virtual background. One minute he is in the band room the next on a 
beach. Anybody who hasn’t tried using Zoom should. A few hours of laughter and jokes 
to brighten the week and forget about coronavirus. 
 
Hopefully everybody is doing practice. Any instruments that aren’t used the valves will 
seize. Remember to clean the mouthpiece after every use. Very important at the 
moment. Tip of the month is about valve oil and lubricants. Do not mix different brands 
or oil and lubricants together. Some valve oils have slightly different properties which if 
they come in contact with each other causes a reaction. This then forms into a fine film 
on the valves. After a while the layers that build up stop the smooth running of the 
valves. Trombones have special slide oil but don’t mix slide grease and oil. Hopefully all 
your instruments are in fine working order as I’m unable to clean instruments due to 
lockdown. 
  
As well as doing my music practice I have started spending more time on other 
activities. Just about finished giving the garden its spring tidy up. Keeping some plants 
for my friend going. Was going to landscape her garden then lockdown happened. 
Think I’ve done 10 jigsaws since lockdown. Have started checking what wildlife is 
coming in the garden. A pair of Great Tits have moved into one of our bird boxes. They 
had to have a fight with a pair of Blue Tits to maintain their claim on it. We finally saw 
the hedgehog. He had even used his house that Andy built. 
  
My parents are on total lockdown so they are unable to leave their premises. I’ve now 
taken over the main shopping run. I’ve been lucky so far when I’m delivering that it has 
been sunny. On one delivery I couldn’t find them. I located them at the bottom of the 
garden putting fresh stain on the summer house. My dad was on the ladders which we 
have told him not to use. Legs don’t bend the same as before. Keep threatening to take 
all his tools away. At least he hasn’t fallen in the fish pool. 
  
All of you stay safe and see more of you on Zoom. Try and beat the record of 14 people.   
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Notes from Fay Blackburn 
Hello Everyone. Unfortunately we have not anything exciting to report. We have been 
quite boring, gardening most of the lockdown. It has been perfect weather of course. 
The garden is looking really good (photo attached). We have also painted our summer 
house and shed, roofs 'n all!! Unfortunately no one can come round and visit us to see it, 
although many people are using the path at the side of the garden for their daily 
exercise, so sometimes make comments. 
 
We have only been off the premises twice, once to visit a health centre in Ilkeston 
(Long Eaton Clinic was closed) for John to have his Warfarin check and once for a walk 
up to the canal etc.  As I said, quite boring. 
 
We should have been on holiday with Erewash Ramblers, such good weather too, such 
a shame, but we count ourselves lucky compared to some people in society. 
 
Fay Blackburn  (Vice President) 
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Notes on Lockdown by Frédérique Gwyther 
Ah, the lockdown… For me it’s been a real bonus, so far. I still go to work but on reduced 
hours, and in order to avoid queues I’ve become really organised with my “essential 
shopping”, so I don’t go out very often at all, apart from for a walk, but not even every 
day. Which means I feel like I have all the time in the world to do what I want or need to 
do at home. 
 
With the weather being so good, I’ve spent a lot of time in the garden. A lot of that time 
was spent treating fencing panels, unfortunately, until I ran out of paint and just had to 
stop. But I’ve also painted our patio table and chairs, tidied up the shed, planted a few 
things I managed to buy before garden centres closed, reseeded parts of the lawn, 
moved a few shrubs around the garden –they seem to have forgiven me, swapped 
plants with my neighbour, chased the tortoise with the lawnmower –I think she too, 
has forgiven me, watered and watered everything, including the tortoise, and back 
indoors, I have drooled over gardening books and websites and made lists of possible 
plants I’d like to add when we can go out again. I’ve also sorted through all my many 
drawers and bags of fabrics and haberdashery supplies, I’ve finished knitting a jumper 
and started another and watched more Netflix than usual.  
 
I wish I could report that like most people on my street, I have developed a penchant 
for running, but it wouldn’t be true, which is a shame, because I have also been baking 
more cakes and flapjacks (no flour needed for those) than I would normally. If Sharon is 
reading this, she must be thinking “Aaargh, and what about practising?!?!” Well, yes, 
I’ve also been practising, but I’d be telling a lie if I said I practise as often as normal. I 
think it’s because I do miss band practice and the lessons. Without them you lose 
momentum somewhat, and playing in good company is so much more enjoyable than 
playing on your own (sad face). I am going back to pieces we did in lessons and using 
my old books, and this really helps with maintaining the motivation, I find. I have 
considered using this time to give The British Legion another go. Is this going too far? 
Haha! Of course what I miss the most is being able to see my daughter in person, but 
we see each other online. Virtual hugs are not the same though, are they? 
 
All in all, though, I feel hugely lucky to be able to revel in this lockdown. I always say 
that my ultimate luxury would be boredom. There are still a few jobs I’ve been putting 
off for months that I hope to get round to eventually, but if I ever feel some sort of urge 
to clean the windows or get the dusters out in a serious way, I will know this has lasted 
long enough and I’m ready to get back to some sort of normality.   
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Key Worker Story - Ben Hadfield 
Working for the police it’s business as usual with just extra safety precautions. Working 
from home when we can. Crime has dropped in certain areas but climbed in others. 
Out of Work my DJ business has taken a massive hit with 25 weddings and parties 
being postponed or cancelled. 
 
To keep my practice in I’ve been DJing on line on Saturday nights to help keep spirits 
high. Feel free to check out www.facebook.com/Dbsdiscos for upcoming live gigs. It’s 
very strange playing to an empty living room. 
 
I miss coming to band and doing what I’ve loved doing since I was 7 so please take up 
Sharon’s offer of lessons online. 
 
Stay safe, 
Ben Hadfield 
 

Hazel’s Covid-19 Story 
Well what a strange time we are in, but how wonderful is the UK spirit and current 
weather! 
 
As a nurse I am still working, but feel slightly 'out of the system' as mainly working from 
home which can feel quite isolating. I now know what Zoom is, and for those who know 
how crap my IT skills are, that is quite an achievement (it did take me 2 weeks to work 
out how to use the laptops camera though!!). 
My dogs feature quite heavily in all my conference calls, either sat on my knee or 
barking in the background :). 
 
My new tenor horn can say it is no longer new, daily practice with duets with Chloe on 
her Euph (she hadn't had Emily out of her case for nearly 6 years!). I took sympathy on 
my neighbours and bought a nice practice mute!! At least I will have lungs of steel and 
can now hit bottom G's!! 
 
Anyway, my dogs are loving all the fresh air and a very long daily walk in the sun and I 
am achieving my daily step count, not quite sure how they will cope when I have to go 
back out to work! 
 
Missing band rehearsals and can't wait to get back, but I am determined to be a better 

player on my return . 
 
Stay safe everyone and see you all on the other side! 
 
Hazel 

http://www.facebook.com/Dbsdiscos
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Notes from Tracey Cooper 
I cannot believe how busy I seem to be even though I can't go out to do the things I 
usually do. Sharon will be pleased to know that I am finding more time for cornet 
practice than I usually manage and probably doing myself some good playing higher 
notes than are usually demanded of second cornet. I found doing the recording really 
difficult but it made me look and listen really well. I'm not brave enough to play  on the 
street for Clap for carers - I restrict myself to a saucepan and a wooden spoon for that - 
the percussion section would be impressed.  
 
I am working from home at the moment and getting to grips with teleconferencing for 
that purpose with colleagues and hopefully before too much longer with patients. ( I 
work as a speech and language therapist with children). There was some talk we may 
be redeployed but nothing has come of that.  
I am missing our weekly practices and band jobs, and hope it won't be too long before 
we can get going again.  
 
I hope all my friends at band and their families are staying safe and sane. 
 
Tracey 
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Ten Years Ago 
May 2010 

New Television 
The band has purchased a widescreen T.V. for use by the club in the lounge. James will 
be recruiting for World Cup (football) sessions in a few months. 

Roland Hosker 
The band thanks our president, Roland Hosker, for another kind donation of £500. We 
have used this to purchase a Bb Bass for our training band. 

Vice Presidents 
The band thanks Len Cowley and John Blackburn, who have kindly agreed to become 
vice-presidents of the band. 
 

Fifteen Years Ago 
May 2005 

Lisa Balsom 
The band is delighted to announce that Lisa is 
receiving one of this year’s Mayor’s awards in 
recognition of her long and dedicated services to the 
band (in particular, Lisa kept the band going during 
some tough times) and nursing. In the adjacent 
photograph, we depict Lisa combining both her 
talents: nursing two of the senior members of the 
band. 
 
 
 

   



The Silver Prize - #235 - May 2020 
 

Training Band Diary 
Adele will be issuing engagement schedules with the actual start times once they have 
been confirmed. New additions are marked in green. Changes to the schedule are 
marked in red. If you need to miss any of these jobs, please let Adele know in writing or 
by email ASAP, as we may need to organise dep players. 

2020 

Date  Start  Event  Postcode 

Sunday 5th July  TBC  Chester Green Party in the Park 
Chester Green, Derby 

TBC 

Saturday 11th July  9:30am  Staveley Armed Forces Veterans Association Armed 
Forces Day 
(with the Senior Band) 
(park in the high street, Staveley) 

S43 3UU 

Saturday 18th July  10:00am  Orchard Nursery 
25 Nether Street 
Beeston, Nottingham 

NG9 2AT 

Saturday 3rd 
October 

TBC  Coffee Morning 
St Mary’s Church 
15 Victoria Rd, Draycott 

DE72 3PS 

Saturday 5th 
December 

TBC  Coffee Morning 
St Mary’s Church 
15 Victoria Rd, Draycott 

DE72 3PS 

Thursday 17th Dec  7:30pm  Shaftesbury Club 
278 Tamworth Road, Sawley 

NG10 3FF 
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Band Diary 
Lisa will be issuing engagement schedules with the actual start times once they have 
been confirmed. New additions are marked in green. Changes to the schedule are 
marked in red.  
You should receive emails from Nudje for these events, please respond to them with 
your availability to keep everything up to date, and let Lisa or Sharon know if you can’t 
make them so we can arrange dep players. 

2020 

Date  Start  Event  Postcode 

Sunday 14th June  2:00pm  West Park Concert 
West Park, Long Eaton 

NG10 3NL 

Saturday 20th June  7:30pm  St Laurence’s Church 
Market Place 
Long Eaton 

NG10 1LT 

 
Saturday 11th July 

 
9:30am 

Staveley Armed Forces Veterans Association Armed 
Forces Day 
(With the training band) 
(Park in the high street, Staveley) 

 
S43 3UU 

Sunday 12th July  9:30am  Staveley Armed Forces Veterans Association Armed 
Forces Day 
(Park at Poolsbrook Country Park) 

 
S43 3WL 

Sunday 19th July  7:30pm  Summer in Brass at the Duchess Theatre 
West Gate, Long Eaton 

NG10 1EF 

Sunday 6th Sept  TBC  Draycott in the Clay  TBC 

Saturday 12th Sept  TBC  Red Cross Concert  TBC 

Friday 16th Oct  7:30pm  Nottingham Rotary Concert 
Church Dr, 
West Bridgford, Nottingham 

NG2 6AY 

Saturday 24th Oct  7:30pm  British Legion Concert 
St Laurence’s Church 
Market Place 
Long Eaton 

NG10 1LT 

Tuesday 8th Dec  8:30pm  Masonic Lodge (small band) 
Cleve Lodge, 23 Elm Avenue, Long Eaton 

NG10 4LR 

Wednesday 16th 
Dec 

8:30pm  Longcliffe Golf Club (Rotary, Full Band)  LE11 3YA 

Friday 18th Dec  8:30pm  Longcliffe Golf Club (Golf Club Dinner & Carols,  
Small Band) 

LE11 3YA 

Sunday 20th Dec  7:30pm  Christmas in Brass at the Duchess Theatre 
West Gate, Long Eaton 

NG10 1EF 
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2021 
Date  Start  Event  Postcode 

Sunday 19th Dec  2:30pm  Christmas in Brass at the Duchess Theatre 
West Gate, Long Eaton 

NG10 1EF 

Sunday 19th Dec  7:30pm  Christmas in Brass at the Duchess Theatre 
West Gate, Long Eaton 

NG10 1EF 

2022 

Date  Start  Event  Postcode 

Sunday 18th Dec  2:30pm  Christmas in Brass at the Duchess Theatre 
West Gate, Long Eaton 

NG10 1EF 

Sunday 18th Dec  7:30pm  Christmas in Brass at the Duchess Theatre 
West Gate, Long Eaton 

NG10 1EF 
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Band Supporters 
The band is also most grateful to the following individuals, organisations and 
businesses for their recent support of the band: 
 
 

Roland Hosker 
& Bill Camm 

Over the last ten years, our former presidents Councillor Roland 
Hosker and the late Councillor Bill Camm have individually and 
together secured grants for the band in excess of £5,750, which has 
made a major contribution in purchasing suitable instruments and 
music for both our bands, and in particular the training band 

Mr. & Mrs 
Blackburn 

£2,257 from open garden days, talks to various societies and other 
events, £510 from a collection made at their golden wedding 
celebrations, and £700 from a collection made at John’s 80th 
birthday party 

Val Custance  £250 for new music 

Erewash Film 
Society 

The Erewash Film Society kindly make an annual donation to the 
band to contribute to the running expenses of the band room 

Des Fry  A tenor trombone 

John Hill  Music, music and trombone stands and a trombone gig bag 

Helen Lane  Repairing novice instruments 

James “Yeti” 
Mayell 

Hosting the band’s website for free 

Len Cowley  £200 towards the nationals and new music for the band and £1,740 
to general band funds and a set of the British Legion march. 

Peter Dawson  Our landlord, for our rent-free rehearsal facilities 

The Family of 
Fred Pear 

£300 and various band memorabilia 

Professor Pete 
Thomas 

New ties, badges and banners, a cornet for the training band and 
advertising leaflets for the band 

Rod Salter  For repairing many of our stands 

Arthur Smith  His father’s cornet 

Rebecca Weller  Some cornet mutes 

Alan Askey  A bass stand, some music stands and music 

Jenny Fredou  A wireless microphone system 
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Personnel 

Contacts 

Sharon Stansfield  07887 907 516  sharon@lespb.org.uk 

Lisa Balsom  01332 677 863  lisa@lespb.org.uk 

Deborah Redpath  0115 919 5990  j.redpath2@ntlworld.com 

Robert Stansfield  07722 118 127  robert@lespb.org.uk 

Adele Carter  01332 663460 
07974 649699 

afcarter@hotmail.co.uk 

Website & Social Media 
Our website address is https://lespb.org.uk 
 
Our Facebook pages are: 
https://facebook.com/lespb (Senior Band) 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/270405743010461/ (Training Band) 
 
Our Twitter account is @LESPB1906 

Training Band Officers 
 
Musical Director  Sharon Stansfield F.V.C.M. (Hons), 

N.A.B.B.C. 
 

Assistant Musical Directors  James Dennis  Elizabeth Bullard 

Events Organiser / Secretary  Adele Carter   

Equipment Officer  Adele Carter   

Librarians  Deborah Redpath  Cheryl Allen 

Stage Manager  Stuart Measures   

Beginners Group Teachers  James Dennis  Stuart Measures 

  Robert Stansfield   

   

http://lespb.org.uk/
https://facebook.com/lespb
https://www.facebook.com/groups/270405743010461/
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Band Officers and Committee 
 
President  Professor Pete Thomas   

Vice-Presidents  Fay Blackburn  Roland Hosker 

  John Blackburn  Councillor Kevin Miller 

  Councillor Val Custance  Carl Ramplin F.C.C.A. 

  Richard Walker PG Cert, DMS, 
CITP, MBSC, MAPM 

 

Honorary Life Members  Ted Bradley  Rod Salter 

  Colin Millns   

Musical Director (*)  Sharon Stansfield F.V.C.M. (Hons), 
N.A.B.B.C. 

 

Assistant Musical Director  James Dennis   

Chairman (*)  Fred Aram   

Vice-Chairman (*)  Professor Pete Thomas   

Secretary (*)  Lisa Balsom   

Contest Secretary  Lisa Balsom   

Training Band Secretary  Adele Carter   

Treasurer (*)  Robert Stansfield   

Equipment Officer (*)  Adele Carter   

Assistant Equipment Officers  Professor Pete Thomas  Chris Kelly 

Librarian (*)  Deborah Redpath   

Assistant Librarians  Cheryl Allen  Amy Redpath 

Band Sargeants  James Dennis  Stuart Measures 

  Emma Ramplin   

Publicity Officers  Sharon Stansfield F.V.C.M. (Hons), 
N.A.B.B.C. 

Fay Blackburn 

Committee Members (*)  Lewis Blackburn  Kim Larwood 

  Mark Blackburn  James Mayell 

  Robert Burrows  Sarah Measures 

  James Dennis  Stuart Measures 

  Hannah Dennis  Emma Ramplin 

  Rob Guest  Ruby Walter 

Newsletter Editor  James Mayell   

Webmaster  James Mayell   

Auditor  Kevin Massey, F.A.I.A.   

(*) Indicates a committee member 
  


